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Learning in EYFS:
     What D&T Subject Leaders Need to Know
The EYFS framework is structured very differently to the National Curriculum as it is organised across seven areas of learning rather than subject areas. The aim of this document is to help subject leaders to understand how the skills taught across the EYFS feed into National Curriculum subjects.
This document demonstrates which statements from the 2020 Development Matters are prerequisite skills for D&T within the National Curriculum. The table below outlines the most relevant statements taken from the Early Learning Goals in the EYFS statutory framework and the Development Matters age ranges for Three and Four-Year-Olds and Reception to match the programme of study for D&T.
The most relevant statements for D&T are taken from the following areas of learning:
· Physical Development
· Expressive Arts and Design

Taken from the St Peter’s Catholic Academy EYFS LTP

	

Nursery
	Autumn 1
	Autumn 2
	Spring 1
	Spring 2
	Summer 1
	Summer 2


	
	Children will begin to learn how to use resources independently and safely e.g. glue and scissors. 

Children will be introduced to different construction materials. 

	Children will be introduced to working with clay/plasticene, combining this with other materials to create a representation of a woodland animal.

Children will be introduced to hygiene procedures when cooking. With adult instruction, children will follow a recipe to bake and decorate a Gingerbread man.
	Children will experience working with clay, combining this with other materials to create a ‘Winter Tree’. 

Children will collaboratively create a junk model dragon for Chinese New Year. 

With adult instruction, children will participate in making porridge.

With adult instruction, children will participate in cooking a stir fry.  
	Children will use and experiment with different construction materials, constructing with a purpose in mind.

Children will select materials appropriately to construct a ‘Bridge’ for the Three Billy Goats. 

To thread laces through e.g. numerals with pre- cut holes.

•To pick up small items with a pincer grip.
.
	Children will create ‘Giant’ inspired castles with different materials and on different scales. 

Children will learn about the importance of a healthy diet and will taste new fruits. 

Children will learn that food can be grown (planting beans). 


	Children will use junk model materials to create their own ideas using scissors and glue appropriately.

Children will design what they would like their puppet to look like. (features)

Children will sort fabric into ‘felt’ and ‘not felt’ 

Children will evaluate an existing finger puppet and make a finger puppet character.

Children will thread a large-eyed plastic needle with wool or string. thread.

To know that two materials/resources can be joined together using glue



	Reception
	Creating with Materials
Children will know how to mix primary colours to make secondary colours using poster paints.

Children will know how to draw a person – head, body, arms, legs and facial features.   

Children will learn how to make changes to materials using scissors. 

Children will learn how to add different media to represent objects, people and shapes. 

Children will learn how to use different tools to shape and mould dough

Children will experiment with different construction materials i.e build and balance 

Learn through harvest about healthy vegetables and make vegetable soup

(hygiene, safety and cutting skills)




	Creating with Materials 
Design a boat that  will float

Evaluate existing boats

Make a boat that will float 

To understand the vocabulary ‘waterproof’ and ‘not waterproof’.

To understand the vocabulary ‘float’ and ‘sink’.

To understand the vocabulary ‘heavy’ and ‘light’. 

To explore and investigate objects that are waterproof and not waterproof.

To explore and investigate objects that float and sink.

To join two materials/objects using glue or sellotape.

Design a fruit kebab. Cut soft fruit with child-friendly cutlery.

Name the different fruit they are using.

To add each piece of fruit to a  wooden skewer

View and evaluate a pre-made fruit kebab.

To name common fruit and vegetables

To use the senses: taste, smell and touch when exploring fruit and vegetables

To describe what they see, feel, taste.

To develop safe cutting skills using playdough and plastic/toy cutlery.

To skewer playdough shapes on to a pencil.

Children will know how to mould clay. 


Children will learn how to use a split pin to make a moving part 

Children will learn to use simple tools such as hole punches, tape, scissors, crinkle cut scissors to create a desired effect for their design.

Children will learn how to design for a purpose using various
construction 

Explore the life cycle of healthy vegetables and make pumpkin soup
(hygiene, safety and cutting skills)
	Creating with Materials 

Children will explore junk modelling, simple joining techniques using glue and tape

Designing masks for Chinese new year- children will learn how to add a variety of media for a purpose

Children will create using increasing detail constructions and build stories around them


Working together to create a healthy stir fry for Chinese New year 






	Creating with Materials 




Children will know how to use different techniques to make 3D collages. 


Children will know how to use loose parts to create designs and simple representations 


Planting potatoes/beans

	Creating with Materials 

Children will use junk materials to recreate the beanstalk and castle from the story. 

Learn about different fruits, and how they contribute to a healthy diet. Plant strawberries and make strawberry Jam 



	Creating with Materials Children will know how to make different shades of the same colour. 

Children will build on their knowledge from planting and harvest the potatoes to make a potato salad and eat the fresh strawberries 





	




































Outcomes from Development Matters


	D&T

	Three and Four-Year-Olds
	Personal, Social and Emotional Development
	· Select and use activities and resources, with help when needed. This helps them to achieve a goal they have chosen or one which is suggested to them.
· Make healthy choices about food, drink, activity and toothbrushing.

	
	Physical Development
	· Use large-muscle movements to wave flags and streamers,
paint and make marks.
· Choose the right resources to carry out their own plan.
· Use one-handed tools and equipment, for example, making snips in paper with scissors.

	
	Understanding the World
	· Explore how things work.

	
	Expressive Arts and Design
	· Make imaginative and complex ‘small worlds’ with blocks and construction kits, such as a city with different buildings and a park.
· Explore different materials freely, in order to develop their ideas about how to use them and what to make.
· Develop their own ideas and then decide which materials to use to express them.
· Create closed shapes with continuous lines, and begin to use these shapes to represent objects.

	Reception
	Physical Development
	· Progress towards a more fluent style of moving, with
developing control and grace.
· Develop their small motor skills so that they can use a range of
tools competently, safely and confidently.
· Use their core muscle strength to achieve a good posture when 
sitting at a table or sitting on the floor.

	
	Personal, Social and Emotional Development
	· Know and talk about the different factors that support their overall health and wellbeing (healthy eating).

	
	Expressive Arts and Design
	· Explore, use and refine a variety of artistic effects to express
their ideas and feelings.
· Return to and build on their previous learning, refining ideas
and developing their ability to represent them.
· Create collaboratively, sharing ideas, resources and skills.

	
	Physical Development
	Fine
Motor Skills
	· Use a range of small tools, including scissors, paintbrushes and cutlery.
· Safely use and explore a variety of materials, tools and techniques, experimenting with colour, design, texture, form and function.
· Share their creations, explaining the process they have used.

	
	Expressive Arts and Design
	Creating
with Materials
	· 
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