Year 7 – Classical Antiquity to Middle English
Year 7 focuses on the origins of story-telling, the oral tradition, and the beginnings of Western literature, moving from Greek mythology and classical literature, through to middle-English and the development of the English language.
We study Greek mythology because it provides students with the cultural capital to understand a wealth of classical allusion in every other aspect of English that they go on to study. Homer’s Odyssey is a fine example of epic poetry and original Western narrative, and is the sequel to The Iliad, which many students have read as part of their Year 6 transition activities. Beowulf and Chaucer provide students with an insight into the origins of the language that they speak, and the way that stories – and English culture – has been formed and passed on from generation to generation. Moreover, all of these texts, with their tales of mythical beasts, mighty battles and unusual characters, are an engaging introduction to English.
The focus upon stories with a moral supports the students’ development of Lasallian values.  
	1 - Autumn Term 1a
	2- Autumn Term 1b

	An Introduction to Myths and Legends
(Aesop’s fables, extracts from Stephen Fry’s Mythos, and Ovid’s Metamorphoses)

Including:
[bookmark: _Hlk36566456]Write a story/ myth;
Write a playscript (exploring character);
Write a newspaper article / opinion piece;
Formal debate (morality).


	3 - Spring Term 2a
	4 - Term 2b

	Homer’s Odyssey (retold by Gillian Cross)

Including:
Write a diary entry (character’s perspective);
Write a letter (in role);
Group/ Socratic discussion task;
Memorise and perform/ deliver a short extract.


	5 - Summer Term 3a
	6 - Term 3b

	Beowulf (extracts)
(Heaney Translation)

Including:
[bookmark: _Hlk36566597]Write a vivid description;
Persuasive writing;
Formal presentation task.
	Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales (Prologue, extracts)


Including:
[bookmark: _Hlk36566614]Write a ‘portrait’ prose description;
Hot-seating in role or performing a section of the text.



